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Father John Serves St. Patrick’s With Dedication, Humor 
From late September to the beginning of October, Father 

Antonio Quijano, Jr., pastor of St. Patrick’s Catholic 

Church, was vacationing and visiting with his family in the 

Philippines. It was a long anticipated trip, since Father Tony 

has not seen his relatives in several years, and a well-

deserved rest from his priestly duties 

in Fallon. 

      During Father Tony’s absence, 

Father John McGuire, a retired Ma-

ronite priest and currently living in 

Sparks, came to St. Patrick’s to cele-

brate Mass on Saturday at 5 p.m. 

and, after staying overnight at a local 

motel, on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 

a.m. He also heard confessions at 4 

p.m. on Saturday, officiated at a bap-

tism, and conducted an anointing, all 

during one of his five weekends at St. Pat’s.   

      When one meets Father McGuire, one is struck by his  

warmth and sense of fun, his friendliness with the people of 

the parish, and his dedication to the priesthood.  

      Of Irish ancestry, Father John was born and raised in St. 

Louis, Missouri, within a Pentecostal family which objected 

to his conversion in his late teens to Catholicism. He said he 

was led to his conversion by his association with a neighbor-

ing Catholic family and divine intervention.  In March of 

1976, he was ordained a priest at his home parish, St. Ray-

mond’s Maronite Cathedral in St. Louis, Missouri. His par-

ents were in attendance then as well as at his first Mass cele-

brated in the same location.   

 Retiring in June of 2012 after 36 years, Father McGuire 

has served in many parishes including St. Raymond’s Ma-

ronite Cathedral in St. Louis and churches in Pennsylvania, 

Minnesota, Oregon and Florida. Since arriving in Reno in 

2018, he has had affiliations with St. Francis Catholic 

Church in Incline Village; St. Theresa Catholic Church in 

Carson City; Our Lady of the Snows Catholic Church in 

Reno; St. John’s Catholic Church in Lovelock; St. Ann’s 

Catholic Church in Dayton; and, now, St. Patrick’s in Fallon.  

 The Maronite church is an Eastern Catholic sui irius par-

ticular church, with full communion with the Pope and the 

worldwide Catholic Church. 

 Father John  explained the difference between the Ma-

ronite rite of the  Mass and the Roman (Latin) rite. 

 “First of all,” he said, “we offer Mass in three languages: 

English, Arabic and Aramaic. Secondly, in the Maronite 

churches, there are three altars. On the left is the altar of 

preparation, in the center is the altar of sacrifice, and on the 

right is the altar of the word. Other than that, there are a few 

minor differences in the structure of the Mass.” 

 At 81 years of age, Father McGuire reflected on his 43 

plus years as a priest as most rewarding. 

 “I was called by God to become a priest,” he observed. 

“It was what I was meant to do, and I have enjoyed every 

moment I have served as a priest.” 

 Father John said he enjoyed his time at St. Pat’s and com-

plimented its parishioners as welcoming and good people. 

 “Anytime Father Tony needs a priest, I hope he will give 

me a call,” he added. 

 We are grateful to Father John for his service to our par-

ish and look forward to his return visit at some point in the 

future. Thank you, Father McGuire! 

Fr. John McGuire 

Welcome Back, Father Tony! 
To Father Tony...We are so glad to have you 

back with us after your five-week long-

anticipated vacation with family and 

friends in the Philippines. We hope you had 

a wonderful and relaxing visit. We missed 

you and now look forward to your return to 

your priestly duties and parishioners at St. 

Patrick’s! Welcome back...From St. Patrick’s 

Parish Community 

Diocesan Conference Jan. 3-4  
The annual Diocesan Conference at the Nugget Casino in 

Sparks is scheduled for Jan. 3-4, 2020, and is entitled 

Christ Our Light Has Come! The deadline to register is 

Dec. 13. Individuals registering after Dec. 13 will be as-

sessed $10 in addition to registration fees. For more infor-

mation and to register online, visit the following website: 

www.renodiocese.org.  You may also pick up a conference 

brochure at the parish office or in the church. The brochure 

provides a full schedule of workshops and activities. 

REMINDER: If you have a deceased relative you wish 
remembered with prayers during the month of Novem-
ber, please bring your framed photo to the parish of-
fice by Thurs., Oct. 31, for display in the church. List  
your name & phone number on the back. Photos can 

later be picked up at the parish office. 
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YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 
Bill Crooks—Chair 

Lorraine Melanson—Vice Chair 
Jeannette Hale—Secretary 

Anne Bloomfield 
Monica Breitenbach 
Andrew Campbell 

Alicia Centeno 
Teri Funsch 
Paul Loop 

 

YOUR PARISH PASTOR 

Father Antonio Quijano, Jr. 
 

YOUR PARISH DEACONS 
Kurt Carlson, M.D. 

Ron Cherry 

Wayne Crooks 

YOUR PARISH STAFF 
JoAnn Luiz—Office Manager 

Office Secretaries: 
Ginny Dugan & Jeannette Hale 

 
Colleen Sabatino 

MaryAnn Wandvik 

Volunteer Office Assistants 

Judy Carlson 

Volunteer General Assistant 

KC Carlson—Custodian 

Judy Northrup 
Religious Education Coordinator 

 
Paul Loop 

Youth Coordinator 

Vernon Funsch 

RCIA Coordinator 

Danette Laca 

Homebound Ministry 

Ginny Dugan 
SPCC Happenings Editor 

duganmv@cccomm.net 

LOOKING AT THE PAST—In the top 

photo, snapped in August of 1963, the structure 

of St. Patricks at 850 W. 4th St. was just begin-

ning to take shape.  The bottom photo shows 

St. Pat’s about one month later when it be-

comes more recognizable as the building it is 

today.   

It Takes Only 1 Ticket to Win! 

In a previous St. Pat-

rick’s raffle, with first 

prize being an upright 

freezer with meat, the 

parishioner who won 

admitted to purchasing 

only one ticket! There is one month left 

to enter this year’s Thanksgiving raffle 

by obtaining a ticket (or more than one) 

and win one of the major prizes: 1st—

7.1 cubic foot chest freezer with 

cut/wrapped meat; 2nd—Apple iPad 6th 

Generation; and 3rd—$300 in Maverick 

gas gift cards. The drawing will occur at 

the Nov. 2nd Wine Tasting, but winners 

need not be present to claim their prizes. 

Tickets at $10 each are sold after the 

weekend Masses and also at the parish 

office or Jeff’s Digitex. Proceeds benefit 

St. Patrick’s building fund. Support the 

parish and buy a raffle ticket today. You 

never know if the one ticket you buy 

will be a winner! 

Help Needed For Wine 

Tasting On Nov. 2nd 
Donations are needed to help prepare 

for St. Patrick’s Wine Tasting on Sat., 

Nov. 2 (in the parish hall beginning at 6 

p.m.): Bottles of wine, raffle and silent 

auction items, and trays of appetizers.  

 Cases of six (6) bottles of wine will 

be especially welcome from donors. 

Monetary donations, to purchase wine, 

will also be accepted. 

 All donations may be brought to the 

parish office. 

 Volunteers to set up and decorate, 

serve wine at the event, and clean up  

and take down are also requested. 

 Tickets for the wine tasting are $25 

per person, include an engraved wine 

glass, and may be purchased at the par-

ish office or from a parish council 

member. Raffle tickets at $1 each or six 

for $5 or 12 for $10 or 24 for $20 will 

be available at the wine tasting. Do-

nated silent auction items should be of 
significant value (worth at least $35).   

 Previous years in which the wine 

tasting has been held have proven to be 

very successful and much fun. Proceeds 

benefit the church’s building fund. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Oct. 14—Mon.—Columbus Day (federal holiday) 
Oct. 25—Fri.—Nevada Day (state holiday)—Parish office closed 
Oct. 30—Wed.—Parish Council meeting—Parish Hall—6 pm 
Oct. 31—Thurs.—Halloween—Trick or Treat in Fallon/Churchill County 
Nov. 1—Fri.—All Saints Day—Holy Day of Obligation—Mass 10 am & 6 pm 
Nov. 2—Sat.—All Souls Day—Deceased relatives remembered all month—
Bring framed photo no later than Thurs., Oct. 31, to parish office 
Nov. 2—Sat.—Wine Tasting—6-9 pm—Parish Hall—Tickets: $25 
Nov. 3—Sun.—Daylight Savings Time—Fall Back—Turn your 
clocks back one hour at 2 am or before you go to bed on Sat. night 
Nov. 11—Mon.—Veterans Day  
Nov. 28—Thurs.—Thanksgiving—Parish office closed—Mass 10 
am 
Nov. 29—Fri.—Family Day—Parish office closed—No Mass 

Dec. 15—Sun.—St. Patrick’s Christmas Party/Potluck—Parish Hall—5 pm 


